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Ever wondered how you could speed up your website? You might not think 

speed is that important, it is. If you give a poor experience to your visitors when 

they first visit your website, will they return? Most likely not.

1. Reduce the size of your images
- Crop your images for web, don’t upload a 3000×2000 image for a 600×400 space. 

- Reduce the size of your images is by using plugins such as TinyPNG and TinyJPG or 

  use tinyjpg.com to batch compress your images before uploading them.

- Use SVGs instead of PNGs when possible.

2. Reduce the HTTP requests
- Reduce the number of HTTP requests on your website. (e.g. fonts, images, 

  Javascript...)

- Host fonts locally rather than externally.

- Use Variable Fonts

3. Caching Plugin
- Use a caching plugin so it loads a copy of the page from the cache rather than 

  the external server which boosts loading speeds tremendously (essential for 

  e-commerce sites). 

  We use and recommend LiteSpeed Cache or WP Rocket.

4. Try to avoid bloated themes
- Avoid choosing a cheap “multi-purpose” theme that might have loads of 

  unnecessary files.

- If possible, get a bespoke theme built around your needs. This will result in a much 

  faster and unique website for your business.

5. CSS Image Sprites
- Use CSS image sprites to reduce your website loading times (a collection of images 

  put into one single image file).
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Need help with your website? 
Get in touch for a free audit!

6. Choose a good host
- Have a good, fast, reliable host for your website (we use and recommend Krystal).

- The host has an impact on the speed of your website and also on the SEO side of things.

- Avoid shared hosting if possible or make sure that your hosting provider has a good 

  security record. (Krystal have a terrific shared hosting package whereas other cheap hosts 

  don’t have a great security record).

- Look for a host that has its server geographically close to your target audience.

- Choose a host that doesn’t have a lot of downtime on its servers per month (uptime more 

  than 99.90% is ideal - otherwise this can impact your website and your SEO negatively).

- Stay away from servers that only support php up to 5.6, ideally you’d like a host who is 7.2+.

7. Lazy Loading
- Implement lazy loading to the site so only the necessary pieces of content are loaded 

  before the user can view it, then the rest is loaded in when they scroll to it.

- You can use a plugin like WP Rocket to do this for you.

8. Minify CSS, HTML and JavaScript
- Minify your files to make your website faster.

- Use HTML Minifier for HTML,

- csso or CSSNano for CSS,

- the closure compiler or UglifyJS for Javascript,

- or you can use a plugin like WP Rocket to compile HTML, CSS & Javascript for you.

9. Reduce Redirects
- Get rid of unnecessary redirects

- Use the “redirect mapper” to check every page of your website for redirects

- Example of a poor redirect chain would be as follows:

  http:// → https:// → https://www.

  http:// → https://www. – Better, one less redirect in the chain.

10. Reduce the number of plugins
- When installing a new plugin, remember the more plugins your website contains the longer  

  it will take to load.

- Remove outdated or useless plugins you may still have.

- Stay away from plugins that load a lot of scripts and styles.
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